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World leaders highlight  chronic 
sanitation issue

The World Toilet Summit 2012, the first 
for Africa, was held December 3-6 in Dur-
ban, South Africa, to muster the individual 
and collective minds of academia, legal 
professionals, technical specialist, industry 
leaders, gender advocacy, civil society, 
governments, educators and all other role 
players in the fields of sanitation, educa-
tion, health and hygiene and human rights. 
The annual summit, aimed at highlighting 

the global sanitation crisis affecting billions 
of people globally, brings together non-
profit organizations, government bodies, 
academia and other industry players to 
address the sanitation crisis that affects 
2.6 billion people globally. The inaugural 
World Toilet Summit was held in Singa-
pore and for the past 10 years, it has been 
held across the globe. Previous summits 
were held in Seoul, Taipei, Beijing, Shang-
hai, Belfast, Moscow, Bangkok, New Delhi, 
Macau and Philadelphia.
There are millions of children around 

the world collecting dirty water on behalf 
of their families. A daily occurrence in 
the Kawempe District of Uganda’s capital 
city, Kampala, is that of a child carrying 
water through the slum, maneuvering his 
way through a maze of garbage, mud and 
human waste. A daily occurrence in the 
Kawempe District of Uganda’s capital city, 
Kampala, is that of a child carrying water 
through the slum, maneuvering his way 
through a maze of garbage, mud and hu-
man waste.
 In another slum area near Kampala, 

Kifumbira, there are only four toilets for 
every 2,000 people. An area councillor has 
confirmed that at least three children die 
from diseases related to unsafe water and 
sanitation every month. Many others get 
very sick, mostly with chronic diarrhea, on 
a regular basis. 
November 19 has been declared World 

Toilet Day to bring attention to 2.6 bil-
lion people worldwide, with no access to 
adequate sanitation. This day is marked to 
champion the right of people everywhere 
to have safe, clean and private disposal of 
human waste. . You may not realize but 
today, more people have access to a cell 
phone than a toilet. the global sanitation 
has reached a crisis point but it is rarely 
discussed as one of the world’s greatest 
challenges. Its deep effect on women’s 
safety and dignity is especially significant 
and far-reaching.
 It is unfortunate that current aid is 

not reaching the people who need it 
most -- particularly those living in poor 
rural communities and urban slums.                                      
In Sub-Saharan Africa, the estimated target 
of halving the proportion of people with-
out sanitation is by 2015 and it is doubtful 
if it would be reached. That’s a long wait 
for a toilet!
Those of us who live in western countries 

don’t have to be told that good sanita-
tion is important because it reduces the 
spread of diarrheal diseases that kill 4,000 
children a day. Proper sanitation also yields 
great economic benefits due to increased 
productivity and savings on healthcare 
costs because improved health betters 
educational prospects of poor people 
and increases their attendance in schools. 
Besides preventing environmental pollu-
tion, Good sanitation is important for one’s 
dignity besides preventing environmental 
pollution.
So what is your, mine and everyone’s re-

sponsibility on World Toilet Day?  First, it is 
the responsibility of every one to help raise 
awareness of the sanitation crisis facing the 
less fortunate people of the world. Learn 
more about the problem, share what you 
learn with others and support organiza-
tions that help the world’s most vulnerable 
communities gain access to clean water 
and sanitation. 
Water Works, which believes that taps 

and toilets save lives, is one organization, 
which has responded to this global crisis. 
Governments of course have to be made 
aware of this basic human right; they 
should donate part of their foreign aid spe-
cifically to water projects so that those who 
are trapped in a life of poverty, disease and 
wasted opportunity can find a better living 
standard. Individually, ever citizen should 
write to his/her Member of Parliament 
urging them to support water projects in 
poorer areas. Individuals can also donate 
to this worthwhile cause through agen-
cies working to solve water and sanitation 
deficiencies.
    Gradually but firmly World Toilet Day 

is gaining ground. Last year, WTD was 
celebrated in over 19 countries with over 
51 events being hosted by various water 
and sanitation advocates. With the voices 
of influential and powerful leaders of the 
world coming together, the World Toilet 
Summit brings an opportunity to bring 
hope to the 40 per cent of the world’s 
population needing proper sanitation. On 
a personal level, whenever you sit on the 
toilet, remember those who are not fortu-
nate enough to have such nice porcelain 
toilet to sit on.

A MOMeNT 
OF TrUTH

By ryan Stockert   
rockChestermere@gmail.com

I got back tonight from visiting my wife’s 
84 year old dying grandmother in Saska-
toon. We took our kids with us and I had 
a really eye-opening moment with one of 
them. We sat our 3 month old on the hos-
pital bed next to his great-grandmother 
and I immediately saw the circle of life. 
Here was this brand new little person with 
only 90 days out of the womb next to a 
woman who has lived nearly 90 years.  
I was shocked by how short the time 
seemed between the two ages. It was like 
two ends of a circle coming together in 
this ‘before and after’ picture.
I thought to myself, “it’s so short, what 

did she focus on, what did she do that 
mattered, what is the point of life if the 
end is going to come so quick? Really, 84 
years is a short time… if we even have 
that many years. Will my life matter?” 
I remember somebody saying that you’ll 

be forgotten in 3 generations. It’s true. I 
can’t tell you more than one name out of 
my eight great-grandparents. And the one 
name I can tell you, I know nothing about 
the person. So what’s the point of striving 
for worldly things in this life if you’re des-
tiny is to be forgotten. Even by your own 
descendents?
King Solomon, the wisest man to ever 

live on this planet, went through a stage of 
his life where he devoted it to filling any 
and every desire. He had more money, 
more fame, more women, more delica-
cies on his table, more property, more 
toys, more children, more honor, more, 
more, more of everything than you and I 
will ever have. He tried everything at least 
once and lived the Lotto 49 Dream to the 
max. He tried everything to fill that deep 
longing in his heart. And what conclusion 
did Solomon come to?  
Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 2:15, 

‘Then I said in my heart, “What happens 
to the fool will happen to me also. Why 
then have I been so very wise?” And I said 
in my heart that this also is vanity. For of 
the wise as of the fool there is no endur-
ing remembrance, seeing that in the days 
to come all will have been long forgotten. 
How the wise dies just like the fool! So 
I hated life, because what is done under 
the sun was grievous to me, for all is van-
ity and a striving after wind.’
Though Solomon grieves for all that 

is “under the sun,” he also begins to 
acknowledge God’s purposes in the affairs 
of this world (Ecclesiastes 3:1-11). He 
states that God has placed eternity in the 

hearts of men (3:11). Though man cannot 
fully understand the ways of God, he has 
an innate longing for the eternal things of 
God. Without appealing to these eternal 
matters, man will be cursed with a life 
of despair and frustration. But if man ac-
knowledges his God and serves Him, life 
has meaning and eternal significance.
Solomon closes Ecclesiastes with these 

words. “The conclusion, when all has 
been heard, is: fear God and keep His 
commandments, because this applies to 
every person. For God will bring every act 
to judgment, everything which is hidden, 
whether it is good or evil” (12:13-14).
Though we will be forgotten on Earth, 

what we do on this Earth rings out 
through eternity. Everything done outside 
of a relationship with God will become 
as dust and blow away in a mild Chinook 
wind. But a relationship with our Father 
in Heaven is the substance of a life with 
eternal purpose. Everything done in the 
flesh is documented, written down in 
Heavenly handwriting, and waiting for us 
in the next life. The deeds done for the 
glory of Jesus Christ will be rewarded and 
proclaimed to all by our proud Father. 
The deeds done for the achievement and 
fame of our own name will burn up as 
with fire. 
Though we are forgotten here, God has 

chosen to treasure us and reward our 
work for him in eternity. Those living for 
God will be rewarded, those living for self 
will be condemned. Jesus made a way for 
us to have a life with real purpose. We 
are not only known by God but we get to 
know him. 
There is a judgment coming. God will 

look at our works and judge them per-
fectly. Only in Jesus Christ will we pass 
judgment because trusting in Jesus gives 
us a righteous standing with God that we 
cannot earn on our own. The work of 
salvation is given to us only by Jesus, but 
the work we do after that will determine 
our reward in Heaven.
Back to grandma. She served Jesus for 

most of her 84 years. She’s known him 
and loved him until her dying days. She 
said to me this morning with a soft smile 
and sparkling eyes, “Maybe today will be 
the day. Take me now Lord, I’m ready to 
see you.” Now that’s the assurance you 
can only get through Jesus Christ.
If today is your day, are you ready to 

stand before God?


